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ANSWER TO THOMAS NOXON’S REQUEST: 
(Concluded from pige 234.) 

We have seen, from the fore going quotations, and 
jhe answers given, the ground of the Popish preten- 
sion to infallibility aud supremacy. Christ gave 
Peter the keys of the’ kingdom of heavea; Peter 
gave the same to lis sticcessor, and this successor to 
the next, and soon. Peter founded the Church of 
Rome; his sussessors are the Bishops of Pome, and 
on account of their supposed supremacy and dufalli- 
bility, are called Fathers, i. e. papa or Pope. This 
supremacy sets them at the head of the chureh and 
the state. Hence the Bishops of Rome have claimed 
to be the head ofall bishops, and of all kiags and civ- 
if magistrates. The effects of this supposed right 
civen to Petor and his successors, the world has 
seen and known. '!t has led to the completest tvr- 
anny, to the most brutal imposition, and the most bar- 
barous cruelty. I hence conclude, that if any thing 
can be understocd by those scriptures. which men- 
tion the man of sin, the whore of Babylon, the mys- 
tery of iniquity, &c. &c. the Pope and church of 
Rome are meant. The Pope has exalted himself 
above all, that is called God or that is worshipped ; 
who as God, sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God, 2 Thess. ii. 4. 
after the working of Satan, with all power and sigus 


His comumg is 


and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish. Verses 9, 10.— 
This man of sin will be dest oyed. The Lord ‘vil 
destroy him with the spirit of his mouth, and the 
brightness of his appearance. 2 Thess. ti. 3. 2. e. By 
licht and knowledge. 

I would not that any person should suppose that I 
believe the protestants to be perfret, while I so 
plainly condemn the church of Rome. ‘There are 
many dregs of Popery among Protestants. The 
chureb of Rome is the Beast, spoken of in tie Reve- 
lations; the church of England is, no doubt, the /m- 
ave of that Beast. Her hierarchy, imposition aad 
persecution, have exactly resembled the church o, 
Rome. That the Bishops of the church of England 
have imposed on the English nation, in pretending 
that they have a line of Bishops from the Apostles 
down to this time, is capable of substantial proof; 
and if being a successor to Peter be necessary to 
ordimation, and this be the door ; then, I say, those 
English Bishops have not come in by the door, but 
have climbed up some other way. Here is their im- 
position: They have persecuted like Rome; theti 
hierarchy is like Rome. Thus the English Chureh 
is the Image of the Beast. Nor have the dissenters 


many dregs of Popery. Head and horns are io be 
seen in all their synagogues: some in a greater, 
some in a less degree. 
clergymen to thirst after power: they wish to be 
linked in with the strong arm of the government ; to 


It seems to be natural for 





drink of these stolen waters, whic. are sweet; and 
to eat of that bread, in secret, which is pleasant to 
their greedy appetites. Church and state is the bur- 
den of their song. 
jieved that an aspiring clergy here, will never be 
able, with the Romish and Engiish church, to eifect 
Persecution 


Poor men! It is hoped and be- 


a notional establishment of religion. 
would be the inevitable consequence, 

National establishments are encouraged, under a 
pretence of uniformity in religion. But this never 
was effected; it never can be, in the present posture 
of affairs, and it would be and isa vam attempt to 
bring it to pass by ‘any other methed than that of 
light and knowledge. The anathemas and bulls of 
the Pope never cflected it; the inquisitiva never cf- 
fected it. Of the methods and men, who wish to 
enforce a uniformity, we may say, O persecutions 
how haieful is thy sound! O persecution! how de- 
testable is thy practice! Mén was dcsigned, by his 
Creator, to think and judge forimself ; and neither 
to Peter nor any of his successors, was the right of 





compnision ever given, ta matters of conscience — 
iieuce uniformity is not at present to be expected: 
A certain author remarks, that if you 
Make religion what you will; let it be speculation, 
let it be practice; make it faith, make it fancy ; let 
it be reason, let it be passion; let it be what you will, 
UN!FORMITY in it is not to be expected. Piulosophy 
isa stranger to it (unifurmity) and chiristiauity dis- 
owns it. 
A philosopher holds that the system of the Uni- 
verse is perfect ; that the duty and glory of man is to 
follow, not force, nature; that moral philosophy is 
nothing but a harmony of the world of pirit with the 
world of nratter; that all the fine essays on virtue 
are nothing but essays on this conformity ;--thus he 
proves that moral evil is the production of natural 
evil, moral good the production of natural good. A 
philosopher would say to a ‘egislator, as a poet toa 
man of taste, 

To build, to plant, whatever you intend, 

Tw rear the column, or the arch to bend, 

To swell the ter:ace, or to sink the grot, 

In all, let NATURE never be forgot. 
Give a philcsopher a farm, and enjvin him to culti- 
vate it hke a philosopher: he will study the soil, the 
situation, the seasons, and so on, and having Cumpre- 
headed what his farta is capable of, Le will improve 
it accordingly. In the same manner he directs his 
garden, and every plant in it, never expecting to 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles. What 
would he,—yea, what would the rnphilvsophized 





jromthe Enghsh church been exempt entirely from 


farmers cay of Anact for the uniformity of husband- 
, 
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ry? An act of uniformity, say the honest rustics, 
what's that 2? What’s that! why, you musi grow ne- 
thing but wheat. How! say they, some «f our lands 
are too light, they will produce none ; we can grow 
rye there, indeed; we have some even n& worth 
ploughing for rye; however they will serve for a 
sheep-walix, or at worst, for a rabit-warren. ‘Thus 
Nature teaches men to reason, and thus they reacon 
right. 

Goa step farther. Make this philosopher a tutor, 
and cormmit to his tuition a company of youths; he 


will no more think of uniforming these young gentle- ; 


men, than of teaching his hurse to fly, or bis jarre: 
toswim. Their geninses differ, say. he, and | mus: 
diversify their education; Nature has formed this for 
elocuiion and thet for action. And shenld the blind 
fondness of parents complain, bis answer is ready. 
What was I, that Icould withstand God ? In short, 
plane.such a man in what disinferested sphere you 
will, and bis principles guide his practice,x—except 
indeed he should be chosen to- represent a county ; 
then, probably, not having the fear of philoso; hy he- 
fure his eyes, he might vote for an .2ct of Un formily. 

A law that requires uniformiiv, either requires 
mean to be of te sume sentiments, or to practice the 
same ceremonies. Now, if it should appear that the 
first 1s impossible, the last will fall of itself. For then 
the question will be, Ought two men, who confessedly 
difer in sentiment, to profess that they agree ? Ougiit 


an honest man to be one thing, and appear another? 


ITeaven forbid that any should maintain so dangereus 
‘a thesis. 

You are a man of extensive knowledge,—you 
icnow the ancient and modern creeds ; you remem- 
ber that Harry the eighth enjoined * all preachers to 
instruct the people to believe the whole bible, the 
three creeus, the Apostles’? Nicene, and Athanasian, 
and to interpret all things according to them.” You 
koow that in Edward the sixil’s veign, do and forly 
articles, drawn up by Cranmer and Ridley, were 
thought necessary to be published, + for the avoid- 
ing diversity ef opimiens, aud establishing con 
sent touching true religion.’ In the beginning of 
Elizabetli’s reign, you know e/even articles were * set 
out by order of beth A:chbishops, Metropolitans, and 
the rest uf the Bishops, for the unity of doctrine to be 
taught and helden by al/ Parsons, Vicars and Curates ; 
as well in testification of their common consent 10 the 
said doctrine, to the stopping of the mouths of then: 
that go about to slander the ministers of the chuseh 
for diversity of judgment,’ &e Two years after, all 
the tormer were reviewed, and the whole bible. the 
three creeds, the two and forty articles. and the eleven 
articles were collected into one aggregate sum. and 
made thirly-nine. Subscription to these has been 
essential ever since, which subscription ‘is an argu- 
ment (as his majesty’s declaration says, tha: all cler- 
gymen agree in che true, usual, lite:al mearing of the 
said articles.’ 

Whatever be the trve meaning of these articles, i! 
is not only certain that Clergy men explain, and con 
sequently believe, them in different and even con- 
trary senses; but it is also credible that no thirtv- 
nine ariicles can be inveuted bv the wit of man, 
which thirty-nine men cau exacily agree in. [tis 
not obstinacy, it is necessity. 

Suppose the thirty-nine articles to contain a given 
number of ideas, and for arguments sake, suo; ose 
that aumber to be fifty. Su pose the cay acities ef 

‘men to differ as they upd ubtedly do, and one mais 
intelligence to be able to eomprehend tifty, a seconds 
five huod: ed, and a third’ bat five aud twemy. The 
first may subscribe these fifty puints of dectrine ; but 
who can contine the genius of the second ? Or wii: 
can expand the capacity ot tie last? In minds capa- 








ble of ctifereat OF erativis, Re BUMher of points oF 
doctrine can pos: thls be fixed onava standard for all: 
for fix on what number svever sou will; there will 
always be too many ter the capacities of seme. or for 
others tuo few. Ti this be the casc, who can establish 
an uniformity of sentiment ? har earthly power ean 
say, We will net endure ang varyeng or ds parting in 
lhe least degree ? 

Bid the great Supreme govern his cm ire by an 
Act of Usiormity, men mighi be damucd tor belicy- 
ing {oOo little. and sora; hs cc reaceud 10} bhelics We ton 
much. The creed of the inbabitaats of Satucn might 
be establisi:ed. aud theirs tha: @weil in the Moen er. 
lv tolerated. In sue acase. what a fine field of eon 
troversial glo \ would open {oO tue divines ae these 
t'vo provinces of tic kingdom, on the origin of evil: 
Alinighty Father! can a biad behef please thee: 
Can thy creatures belicve what they cannot perceive 
the evidence of? Can all und. rstand the evidence of 
the same number oi truths? rormed with ditterert 
oigans, educated in diflereni prejudices, dost thon re- 
quire the same services? Art thou indeed the hard 
ma:ter who reapest where thov hast nctsewed? Far 
from allthy suljects be such athought! 

Conclude then, worthy Sir, that if God be a rock, 
and his work perfect, il variety be te characterisiic 
of all his works. an attempt to establish uniformity is 
reversing and destroying all the Creator’s glory. To 
attempt an uniformity of color, sound, taste, smeli, 
would bea fine undertaking; but wat, pray, will 
you call an attempt to establish an uniformly of 
thought? 

Mr. Ward objects to the practice. among protest- 
ants, of turning psalms into metre, and making pray” 
ers in metre. Thomas Sterrheld, John Hopkins, 
and Robert Wisdom, were the «nost eminent in the 
early davs of the reformation, for this psalm metre. 
It is truc that their verse was uncouth, but it appears 
that they were zealous men and meant well. Ever, 
for ever, for ave, for ever and for aye, for ever and 
aday, fur ever and alway, are words and phrase 
which frequeathy cecur in their rhume. 

Altboogh great simpheity and Jitthe skill are cis- 
coverable in these poets: yet Mr. Ward ackoow!- 
edges Unt their ignorcnce. vather than apy bad in- 
tention, was to be blamed. lor the above reason, | 
think that Mir. Ward would have acted wisely, if be 
had passed this by; es; ecialiy. it he lad spared hese 
severe remark:, wich be made on this subject.— 
But if Mr. Ward had reflected on the state of the 
common people in Popish ecvatries, and the profound 
ignorance in which they are brought up; be might 
have ceased to wonder at the ignorance of these 
novets, Who had just immerged f om Popery. 
ut f will quote only a few ef the many. 
salm Ixxiv. 11, 12. Why withdrawest thou thy 
' 5 . 
hand, even thy righthand? Pluck it out of thy be- 
som. 

In verse, 


IB 
Pp 


Vs lis dost thou draw thy hand aback, 
And hide it ip ihy lap? 
O ;luck it cut, and be not slack 
To give thy foes a rap. 
T think that ‘his is net asinful production ; it dis- 
covers simplicity, and, I think may consist with siv- 
cerity. xcix. Psalm t. The Lord reigneth, let tlc 
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people tremble ; he sitteth between the cherubim. 
tet the cari be moved. 

Ip verse, 

The Lord doth reign although at it 
Phe people rage full sore, 
“ea, he on cherubims doth sit, 
Though all the world do roar. 

The same remarks may apply bere as were matlé 
on the former. No sin is committed; but a great 
Share of simplicity and sincerity is expressed. But 
that which fas the heaviest on Mr. Ward, is the 
prayer of Robert Wisdom, :urned into metre, where- 
in the Pepe is compured to the Turk, representing 
the Pope as a wicked man. Thus, 

Preserve us, Lord, by ‘uy dear word, 
from Turik and Pope detend us Lord, 
Who boil would thruct out of his threne, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, thy dear Son. 

The sentiment here, is no doubt correct; but the 
verse uncouih. The Turk was never a greater ene- 
my to (he rights of conscience and of man, than the 
Both Lave been cruel encmies to 
the pare gospel of Jesus Christ. No wonder to me 
that Robert Wisdem cesired the Lerd to defend tim 
against the Turk and Pope. But this expression 
drew dowa on Robert, after bis death, a severe ad- 
dress to his ghost, by Dr. Corbet, some time Popish 
Bishop of Nerwich. 

viddiess lo the Ghost of Robert Wisdom. 
That vace a body, sow but air, 
Arch. boicher of a song or prayer, 
From Cartax* come, 
And pate’: us up a zealous lay, 
With an old ever and for aye, 
Or ail and some. 


Or such a spirit lend me, 


Pope of Reme. 


As may av hymn down send me 
To parge my brain; 

Thea Robin look behind thee, 

Lest Turk or Pope do find thee, 
And vo to bed again. 

Thus I have followed Mr. Ward thrcugh bis book; 
and although TI must consider him to be great ip the | 
original tongues, great in argument. and zealous for 
the honor of the Romish church; yet, | cunfess, that 
there is not that departure from the spirit and mean- 
ing of the original, in the protestant bible, waich be 
pretends. It is a good, though not a perfect transla- 
tion. One exercise of faith in God as an endless 
encmy to every hurnan creature, or one act of per 
eecution and idolatry, is a greater departure from 
truth, than all the errors which are to be found in 
the protestant bible.—-Evrror. 





*The place of his burial. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
MR. ABIJAH BLANCHARD. 


There is a peculiarity in the manners of some men, 
which it is very hard to account for, even in any way, 
and the difficulty is sure to rise to an u‘ter impossi- 
bility, when rational satisfaction sought. We will 


In tbe cumber of this paper issued on the 29 bh of 
cast month, we took some notice of an idle tale which 
Vr. Abijah Blanchard had pubbsbed io the kehgious 
Alvocate issued at Rochester. o which wok he 
ix Editor. Our readers will reco leet in: it is that tale 
which he called * awfulness of the polit” rciating 
to a single armed lawver, and 4 * pulpit” in Vermont 
which “hesitated” him and spoiled a fourth of July 
oration thereby. Our remarks upon ihai su ersti- 
tious tale, we are very sorry to learn, did not give ene 
tire satisfaction to Mr. Blanchard. Indeed, sv far 
were they from pleasing him, that he seems to have 
imagined there existed a necessity of answering us 
in sorne way or vther. This he bas donc, he assures 
us, though ina manner, we are sure, that must be 
peculiar to himself. On Thusday of last week, we 
received a cepy of Mr. Blanchard’s »ubiieation 
which bears daie the 16th of April last. In this pa- 
ver is an editorial article named + Disasters of the 
Bible and Missronary cause.” This piece came care- 
fully marked for our perusal, and ou the margin of 
the paper was written, * The ahove will east/y an- 
swer your piece in your last paper. Aug 3, 
1325." Tue blank in this passage mus be filled up 
a> ihe reader shali see fit, for we are unable to decy- 
pler the word that was written there. 

By this curious mode of proceeding Mr. Blanchard 
has caused us rauch paiv, as weare lost in wonder at 
lus manner of reply; and we lave searcled ia vain 
four his answer in themarked production sent us. Our 
comment was upon a tale of superstition, told to be 
repeated by superanuated bigots, in the ear of listen- 
ing aad unsuspceting youth. ‘To tints, (as it afraid to 
meet the question) he says he has re_lied by sending 
us a long, contradictory, and confused rodumentade 
upon Missivnarv and Bible socictics! There may be 
pith in all this, but if there is we are so unfortunate 
us not to be able to find it; and we are, even now, 
very strongly inclined to te opinion that something 
written as a reply, after cur remarks were published, 
and upon the same subject with them, would have 
been better entitled to the epithet ** answer” than the 
conglomerated mass which be has sent us, upon Mis- 
sionary and Bible societies, (bat was in priat more 
than three months before our manuse'ipi existed.— 
If we are correct in our opinion, upon this pot, we 
trust \Ir. Blanchard will be more merciful in future, 
and adhere more strictly to the meaning of words and 
the common dictates of reason. We convicied tim 
of a crime little short of blasphemy, im saying that 
God was in a particular place in Vermout, because 
there was a pulpit standing io the acighbornood! 
and it was, perhaps, toaveid this subject that he has 
turned back the wheels of time three menths, to es- 
cape the guilt of the mere recent deed. 

Mr. Blanchard is so ececntric that, although we 
would wish to suit his views, so far as regards the 
manner of our proceedings, we confvss we have been 
at a loss to conjecture whether he expects us to re- 
mark upon the piece he sunt us or not. We have 
concluded. however, that he does. (or he would not 
have sent it) and we will therefore look a little into 
the subject of which it treats. We are as much at a 
loss to find the object of Mr. B. in penning this piece, 
in April, as we are tosee why he offers it as an. an- 
swer to what was written in July after; and he must 
not take it unkindly if we are unable to square our 
views with his own upon the subjects in band. 

Mr. Blanchard says, in the piece he has sent us, 
“<1f men are reclaimed from vice and made happy, 
they are miserable here and will be eternally lost in 
hell hereafter.” This, we take 1, was said ironical- 
ly, and sent us as the brief of Universalists. We 
must be allowed to say, however, that so far as we 











explain this by an example. 


know the Universalist’s faith, this is not it. in the 
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fir-i place, they do not believe that when a man is 
made happy he is :niserable, but they incline to the 
opinion that when he is happy he is happy; and as to 
being lost eternally in hell, we more than suspect the 
Universalist believes no such thing. ‘To be serious, 
wetell Mr. Abijah Blanchard, unequivocally, and 
with the uimost deliberation, that the Bible, (upon 
which all Universalists found their faith) has not a 
singic wordor passage which says or implies that 
there will bea state of punishment after this state of 
existence ceases. This position is not hastily or 
vauntingly a-sumed: it is deliberate, and will be de- 
liberately defended, by seripture and reason, against 
all that Mr. Wianchard or any or all who think with 
him, stall advance to the contrary ; or. in default of 
such defence, the public are hereby assured that the 
editor and proprictor of this paper will jointly cease 
their p eseat labors, and ubliely recan, the doctrine 
of Universe! Malvation, which recantation shail be 
sep’ to Vir. Blanelard for publication. This propo- 
situn we bereoy invie Mr. Blarcbard to publish io 
the pext number of his ++ Religious Advocate,” with 
or without rema. ks, as be shell see fit. to the end that 
truth, wherever si is, moy be discovered. The course 
wine Mr. B. shall take, in relation to this matter, 
will siuw tle prbic whether he labors for the cause 
of truth only, or whether he has other motives of ac- 
tion 

Mr. B. after the assage we have quoted, proceeds 
to praise, by ironically ccnsucng, the British aud A- 
mencan Bible Soc ies. Of both these institutions, 
as they aveaninaged, we disapprove, and we sus;.ect 
that we could give, even Mr. Blanchard, much infer- 
maion, mathe forte of history, of Wiese two insiiv- 
tions, which he does not now possess, and which 
would materially alter his opinion of them both, 

We must be brief; but Mr. B. may take the fol- 
lowi:c as in some degree explanatory of the British 
Socicetw’s character. The passages are from various 
Engli-h publications, most, 1! not all of which we re- 
fer to: ** But the master-picce of the society’s meney- 
getting craft is yet to be developed. For the auxil- 
jary fund is no svoner raised, and the means therefore 
furnished for dispelling hat dearth of bibles amongst 
the poor which was the alleged pretext for its collec- 
tion, than a subdivision of the district into Bible as- 
sociations takes place, for the purpose of bringing 
these very poor nader the operation of ihe squeez- 
ing system, and cezening them :mto weekly contribu- 
tions for the purchase ot those Bibles, fur which the 
Auxiliary Commitices have already money in hand, 
confided to them upon their own pathetic appeal for 
the suppl: of the deficiency. Nay, the design upon 
the hard earned subsistence of the poor extends even 
beyond this, for the tast pithy memoranda of a litle 
digest of ‘ Hints tu collectors’ is, ‘ remember that the 
great object of Bible associations is to assist the 
POOR in supplying the whole world with the scrip- 
tures.”* 

This will give Mr. B. some light but more is forth- 
coming from the penof one Charles Stokes Dudley, 
the British Bible Society’s sergeant major, for em- 
bodying female beggars. Here it is: 

‘* No provision was made for exciting and perpetu- 
ating that feeling which gives to every individual en- 
gaged in the works an interest in its success,—the lo- 
cal districts were too large, (thong!) there were sirty 
Ladies’ Collectors.) and many parts of them were 
consequently unvisited—the mode of gratuitous sup- 
ply was carried to mischievous excess, (viz. to the ex- 
cess of “five pounds” above the contributions,) but 
above all, -* no measures were devised for awaken- 
ing in the laboring classes of the community the be- 





*Rev. H. H. Norris? Letter to the Earl of Liverpool. 


nevolent principle, and calling into life and exercise, 
even within the walls of a cottage, those Christian 
Charities. the developement of which are among the 
Jirst and happiest results of Bible Associations.” To 
supply all these defects, Mr. Dudiey here started his 
Lapirs’? PRancH System. He “divided the town 
and i's immediate vicinity into fen districts, and es- 
tablished and erganized a Female Association in 
each; of which the Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Treasurers, and S:eretaries uniiedly constitute a dis- 
iinet Society or Corrmitiee, under the designation of 
“ Tae Lapics’ Brancn or THE Liverpoor Auxin- 
rARY Society.” Fic then subdivided the 10 districts 
into ** S41 minor parts, and * called into exercise and 
directed in a methodical and systematic manner,” 
* the zeal, the talents, and the influence of more than 
str hundred ladies io their investigation and supply ;” 
each lady bayvmg, os it was understood, upon an ay- 
erage, 25 houses, for the canvass and re-canvass of 
which she was responsible. The beneficial effects of 
this plan, as anticipated by the sagacivus coptriver, 
were, iat © the several associations under the super- 
intending care of judicious individuals of their own 
sex, would preserve an uuiformity ef design and pro- 
ceeding—a regular avd proper medium of communi- 
cation with the Auxiliary Society would be provided, 
raiculated to prevent trouble to all parties, and to fa- 
icuiiate the separate aud combined operations—the 
tyemittances would be rcecived, and the Bibles and 
Testements issued with order, economy and dis; atch 
—any improvements in the system: would be deliber- 
ately considered and eriectualiy recommended—and 
one Annual Report would exhibit the results of the 
whole institution 

So much for Mr. Dudley. And of the result ap 
English print speaks thus: ** By means of this ma- 
chinery, ( Dudiey’s plan; within three months 7292 
subscribers were eurolled, chiefiy fromthe LOW Est 
of the people, and more than £970 were raised.”1— 
* Ai the close of the first year of this. lan, the sub 
seribers amounted tomore than 10.000, and the con- 
tributions amounted to £2552, 16s. 10d. of which 
£513, 1s. 4d. was sent totally away from the wanis 
vi those out of whom it had been exhorted.” 

Ina letter to the church members of the Bible So- 
ciety, by achurchman at Liverpool, 1819, :t is stated 
that in that cliy, in pursuance of Dudley's plans, 
* youug girls have not hesitated to march into the 
cellar or the hui, for ihe purpose of dictating advice, 
or reading lectures on divinity>—Of “some ladivs 
have actually expressed a delermination to separal 
Jrom their husbands, vather than be obliged to re- 
nounce these asseciations”—Or * family schisms pro- 
duced by these enthusiastic visitors” —Of many in- 
stances vfattempts to penetrate inio the kitchen an. 
harrangue the servants, and of exciting comparison» 
in their minds unfavorable (o their employers.” 

Such are some of the blessings of the British Bible 
Society, upon domestic life, and such the assistance i! 
renders to the poor in Bibles. _ But we must not dens 
one more jassage from Mr. Norris’ letter. It is ‘ta- 
ken fromn the 14th page of the bock. 

‘ The following particulars, upon the accuracy ot 
which the fullest reliance may be placed, will contri- 
bute further to the illustration of this female knight- 
errantry. ‘* Liverpool, during Mr. Dudley’s tempo- 
rary superintendence was in a flame of enthusiasm. 
No canvass at an election could be fiereer—the poor 
were persuaded to enlighten the world.” The mode 
of canvass pursued by the ladies is, that ‘* generalls 
two unite their small Districts, and accompany each 





} Dudley’s report to the British Bible Society. 
t 14th report of the British Bible Society. p. 88. 








|See Dudley’s Analysis, pare 374, English editiou. 
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viher. They request all to subscribe a penny. if ready haptised, since the 





they canuot prevail by one visit, they leave appro- 
priate papers and callagain. With those whoare in 
sorrow, (and who amongst the poor has not something 
that a moment will discover,) they sympathize, suothe, 
prevail. Their conduct tewards the heads of fami- 
lies, ‘* in their official visitations,” is represented as 
impertinent in the extreme. ‘+ Havieg introduced 
themselves, they sometimes question the most res- 
pectable houscholders, in tue presence of their ser- 
vants, as to their mode of conducting their domestic 
affairs—the time they allow their servants for spirit- 
ual innprovement—their employment of the Sabbath 
—the minister they attend. 


all of whom, except one, being Meihodisis. subserib- 
ed their pence, and she Ins led a sad life since.” ? 

Much more might be said of ibis institution, were 
it necessary, which would do it as little creditas the 
above facts, but time and room would fail us. Be- 
sides, enouzh has becu extracted to show that the 
British Bible society is a disturber of the public 
peace, a destroyer of female modesty, and of the do- 
mestic peace of families; while, instead cf assisting 
the poor to the word of God, they actually take from 
the poorest, even from the tenants of poor-houses, 
money to carry on their operations, without so much 
as returning them a bible for the payment 

Of the American Bible Society, little need be said 
—sice, as is well known, it is founded upon the 
same plan as the British, and that the various re- 
ports, &c. of the latter are uniformly adopted as the 
guide and direction in the management vf tie former. 
This society, like its great model, the British one, 
charges money for the word of God, while iis runners 
are constantly proclaiming that funds are waniing to 


print bibles to give the poor! It has been estimated, ' 


Some are reporied to. 
have gone to the alms-liouses amongst the old women, | 
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passage of the bill, FIVE 

THOUSAND NEGROES! 
What inforinat siv be found in the volume to 
which we have reicrred, upou this subject, together 


prospecting 
counry, will 
in these cases, 
it bigots write 


de 


with such as is within the reach of 
some of the Missionaries in our 
serve Mr. B. as a better guile ! 
than al! the thread have ciat 
_and zealots publish to the cou 
Tin 
G's i 


‘ 
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6 Omen vel uce is beli 





AND Si \TE. 
The editor of the * Wrsrenn Eecorprn.” as it 
| appears by that paper of Aug. 2, is ia guod earnest in 


CHURCH 


' favor of upline church ard sta‘e; oer, to say the lcast, 
veligion and politics. Our orihedey friends are al- 
ways In difficulty, and forever fro ouag thamselves 
about matters which should wot he lea with. And 


one half of their troubles are ocean 
dicious disclosures which are mac: their “ pious” 
‘defenders of the faith. Hf the patwpered three-thou- 
sand-a-year-men could do all the busine 


iby the inju- 


” 


s, their cause 
woul! be likely to do betier; but claidren and fuols 
will always betray the secrets of ‘heir masters; and 
lence the direful calamities of the orihodux! They 
employ such men, to disseminate tieir views, and 
carry iuto effect their plans, as can do noihing else; 
and fortunately for the public, but unfortunately for 
poor orthodoxy, their simple iools put their fingers 
into the pye before itis taked. We had occasiva 
ina former nuinberof this paper, to notice an iutfa- 
mous CixcunLar which bas doubtless been tie rounds 
among those who love greetings in the market places, 





upon the best data extant, that of all the American | 


Bible Socicty’s funds which are drawn from the pock- 


which miscarried through the imprudence of the sim- 
ple ones etnployed in the work of our ductors of di- 
vinity. Had Dr. Griffin, or Dr. Mille whiar, or Dr. 


cts of individuals uctual/y poor, not one tenth of the Spring, or Dr. Cusuming, or some other Dectwr been 
sum is ever returned tothe same class of society, ev- | ** at home” in the affair, i. e. had they superintended, 
eu in Bibles at cost price!! If it be asked what’ be- | personally, the werk which they probabil, laid out, 


comes of these funds? the answer is ready. 


They the matter would have gone on vaobserved, until the 


are invested in real estate, bank stock, &c. in! wheels of an Awerican juggernaut would have rolled 
reserve for those who manage the whole affair, and} over the necks of our citizens, and the genius of 
by whom they can be converted to private property at | American liberty would have shrieked aud died. 


any moment; or they are eaten up by a set of lazy 
drones who officiate as sub-workers in the Society’s 
operations. 

By this time we think Mr. Blanchard is in a fair 
way to understand better the characters ofthese two 
institutions, of whose deeds he has thought so well; 
and to assist him still farther, we would, bad we 
ruom, give him some information which would be ser- 
viceable, touching the translations of the seriptures, 
under the direction of the British Bible society inte 
various languages, and we might enlarge, vo, upon 
the false imprints they have made use-ol, &c. but our 
limits forbid. 

The next society which Mr. Blanchard seems dis- 
posed to idolize, is the Missionary one, in its most ex- 
tensive sense. On this subject we beg leave to refer 
Mr. B. and his friends to the 79th No. of the Edin- 


burgh Review, where they may learn something of | 


the advantages of ** missions to the heathen.” They 
will there learn that for may years there have been 
Missionary stations in various Lritish West India {s- 
lands, for the conversion of the negroes. There was 
little or no success, for years, attending these exer- 
tions, until the passage of the ‘‘ Curate’s Bill,” al- 
lowing two shillings ind sixpence per head tv ihe mis- 
sionary, for evory Baptism. Then it was that mira- 
cles seemed to have returned. The bill took effect 
-in the early part of 1817,and in July of the same 


| 








But io cap the climax of their folly, a simple ‘ul of 
Priestecraft sits dow in the ediorial chair of the 
Western Recorder, and having lithe or ne comnon 
sense himself, ike the fox in the fable, who had lost 
his tail, attemp's to persuade bis good readers, that 
the fashion is, or will be ere long, to throw away the 
little we now possess, aid have no other head nur tail 
than orthodoxy! The puerile essay, itself, is of too 
hitle consequence to require any attempt ata refuta- 
tion of it; for, ai least, it carries its own disgrace and 
the evidences of its anthor’s imbecility on tue face of 
it. But iis simplicity is an evidence to support the 
upinion, that if proceeded from the orthodox fountain, 
an’! that itspeaks the real sentiments of our popular 
religicnists. This being the cause, our readers are 
entitled ‘o a few choice extracts trom it. 

The sage editor, having lost sight of every thing 
like republicanism, ant having Tecovdd the first 
principles of pure and undefiled religion, heads his 
article with the omincus question, * What has reli- 
gion to do with politics?” In reply, every true Ameri- 
can will say, “ NOTHING AT ALL :—let religion take 
care of itself:—iet vs have no more hanging done for 
G.d’s sake :—let poliiic- be forever distinct from re- 
lizion of any kind!” But no. The Western Recorder 
thinks otherwise! The pious Mr. Hastings, and his 
pious coadjuiors are of opinion, that * in the apostolic 
age;christians were differently situated” frum what 


year, one of the Missionaries writes that he has al-| they now are. How so? “Then civil liberty had 
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made ittle Gr no progress. All men, in a ceriain 
sense, were born to be tyrants or vassals.” What 
next? were Christians tyrants? we think not. 4’ ere 
they vassals? no. ¢ trtst had made them free! But 
they preached noi t.enmselves, but Christ Jesus, and 
themsclves servants tor lis sake They were then, 
hike «ll true foilowers of Jesus Christ in all ages, 
“COVERY WHERE SPOKEN AGAINST.” But bow os it 
with those who, by Gir W. Kee rder, are cenominated 
christians 2 Why. » christians in America, vcccupy a 
jar. more extended s,; here.” We admit ihat the or- 
thodex occupy ground quite aifievent trom that of the 
primitive followers of Christ, but they wil: be so kind 
uS to take with this concession, the Jeclaraticn, that 
inodern chrisuians sometimes assure prerogatives 
which primitive christians uever scught after, u.uch 
jess obtaiued. Dut in tie case in land even the 
wrath of orthudexy is made to praise God and con- 
demn itself. It is admitted even by the Recorder. 
that modern pretended chrisiians ** occupy a far more 
extended! -pleve than the early loliowers of Curist 
vecupied !% We believe 1. And undoubted!y cur 
moder: christians are desirous tu extend ther sphere 
a httle arther, until roputed Aeresy stall be punisha 

ble with fire and faggei ! We sce it manilesied evi ry 
dav; we hear the grvanings of the spirit; and what 
is more yet, we read 1p the Wesieru hecorder, that 
the pominal sheep, the chosen few, the peculiar poo- 
ple, che humble followers of the Lamb of God, are 
desirous to effect a UNtoN of Church and state! Are 
there an. who aoubt Us fact? Let then. read ior 
themselves. After saymg that chiisuans [orthodox] 
are no longer an vbscure and ues; ised Seci—thai the 
mural lessons which they [ihe briuocux] teach, are 
no longer called in quesuvn—and thar We Ccnemes 
of their religion jorthedux, ] are AW ED into srience, 
this grave editor gues on as foiluws: * Christianity, 
it is true, inculcates the spinitef peace anu harmony, 
and. condescensivow end forbearance” &c. and then 
coutends that *to sii sul” under exisung circum- 


stances * is tu set at nought the privilege of f:cemen; | 
to undervalue cur dearest interests, and to Cast con- | 
tempt upon our political birthrig .t: and by persisting | 


in this course, we shall jeopardize the very existence 
of the nation!” Well then; presuming that the good 
orthodox folks will do what this editor considers tweir 
duty, and of course will not ** sit sull” but wall rise 
up in their strength—we may well inquire what they 
willdo when they get up. The whole story 1s told by 
the editor of Ue Recorder. First they are virtually 
exhorted not tu ‘* use their influence either directly 
or indirectly, towards the election of InFipe.s.” 
Well, who, io the upinion of this man, are of this de- 
scription? No universalist or unitarian ts considered 
a Christian. No:—let all who doubt this fact, read 
the remarks of this faricus peace-maker on the sub- 
ject of (he appointment of a universalist chaplain by 
the Vermont Legisiature. ‘ Let them first obtain a 
rank among thedifferent denominations of Cirristians, 
hefore they (the universalists] claim the privilege” &c. 
We quote ouly from recolleciion, bui the above was 
the sum of Mr. Hasting’s phillipic against the en- 
lightened Legislature of Vermont, merely because 
they dared te be liberal and free. Universalists then 
are nui to be elecied, when the orthodox get their 
clerical apparatus 'n operation! And deisis too, poor 
souls, are to be classed indiscriminaiely with * drunk- 
ards, libertines, and confirmed profligates!” And 
unitarians, [God preserve President Adams) are to 
be thrown among the ruins! Aid the Quakers, 
(good heaveus how quick their heads would come off ) 
are to be dealt with as in former times, by the pious 
followers of “John the murderer!” And witches 
and wizards, and divers others are to be whipped or 


a7 aie Oo 
~distineily beard,” what fine times we shall bave jp 
this land of piety !! May a righteous providence avey; 
the calamities which hang over us! May the syiris 
of Washington, the genius of liberty, or the philoso. 
phy of a Jeilerson, redeem us from spiritual slavery, 
religious intolerance, apd the corrupt snares of, 
grumbling, groaning, money-loving priesthood’ We 
have neither patience nor inclination to pursne this 
subject farther. Enotgh has been said to show to 
the eolightened reader, the evils which encompass us 
round about. Let each nan, woman ane child, do 
their duty ; let it be done faithfully and with alacrity, 
and all will be well; but a careless indifference wil! 
rivetchains, more dyrable than iron, upon our chil- 
dren; and our children’s children may groan in una- 
ailing misery on account of our negice: of duty. 

THE PARSON, MR. FILLMORE—A“TAIN, 

_ ‘The strange and unaccountable conduct of the a- 
bove named individual, has been heretofore exhibited 
to the public in the columns of this paper. The ex- 
posure was not made out of a malignant desire to 
injure the unfortunate man, who, we believe, inten. 
tionaiiy misrcprescnied certain facts relating to the 
three ‘Thayers, who were executed on the 17th of 
June last; but with a view to correct public opinion 
as tu the effects of Universalism. Vie do not be- 
heve, that the rantings, and misrepresentations, cveu 
ofa self-righteous methodist presiding clder will ever 
puil down that doctrine, which is predicted on the 
testimony of God and * all his holy prophets ever 
since the world began ;” but notwithstanding all this, 
we conceive it to be our duly, to expose the conduct 
of any individual, who has voluntarily placed himself 
in a sta'ion where ke is accountable to the public for 
his conduct. 

Our repeated requests for an explanation have 
| been distegarded; our statemenis of facts have re- 
| mained uncontradicted; aud the * patieot endur- 
| 
| 








ance” of this clerical calumniator is evincive, either 
of a want of self-respect, or an alarming destitution 
of any excuses for his conduct. But possibly he 
may * incline” to the belief, that a studied silence 
| wil put an em to the investigation ; which he knows, 
if pursued, will end inhisdisgrace. But not so Mr. 
F. Some measures will yet be taken to bring to 
| light effectually, the * lidden things of darkness,” 
and io requite such a measure of TrruTH for tLe 
neanest of falsehouds, that a presiding elder will find 
to his satisfaction that even hiniself is not infallible. 

The above remarks were suggested by a letter 
from a friend, who is enxious to be informed of the 
facts connected with this affair. ‘The name of our 
correspondent we withhold from the public by bis 
request. ‘Vith the above exception, we give the 
leiter entire to our readers. 

Orringion, Chaulaugue Co. Auge. 1, 1825. 
To tie Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir; [ have seen several notices in your paper 
respecting the conduct of Mr. G. Fillmore, a presi- 
ding elder in the methodist society, at the execution 
of the tree Thayers, in Buffalo. You have stated 
that his declarations at that time, respecting the be- 
lief of the Thavers, was faise ; whereas it is conten- 
ded ia this quarter, that YOU are ir error, and that 
you give no names of persons fo prove your state- 
ments, but let them rest on your own assertions. As 
ido not take your paper, I am ignorant how you 
have stated the affair; but I wish you to inform the 
public how they are to know, or by whose word you 
can prove, (if, indeed, you can prove it at all) your 
statements. Please sead acopy of the paper in 
which you answer this, to , that I may 








satisfy those who are now uninformed. 
Yours, 





drowned! And then, when the vvice of ealvinism is 
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for the information of our, 





"In reply to the above, 
eorrespondent and all others whom it may concern, 
we shall briefly recapitulate the facts as they have 

heen here:ofore state: { in relation to this affair. Mr. 

Fillmore declared on ibe scaffold, to a vast multitude 
ofgeuple, that the Tuayers had ** inclined to univer- 
salism,” and evidently insinuaicd that such * inelin- | 
ing” had jed them on to cominit the crime for which 
they were executed. This statement we have pro- 

nounced a wes, Map e iom, and have given the 
names of respectable tndividus.s, who ave free to call 
it cliher an iguorantor wilful misstatement. Mr. F. 
has been written to on the subjee', by a respectable 
friend, and bas had opportunities to kaow the amount 
of our charges. ‘To ali tis he says nothing; butin 
his travels continues iv utter the same falsenvod, aud 
ery out againsi us, “persecution, persecution !"— 
We are aware that many of his friends have advised 
him io be silent; and aiso, ‘hat the * Rev.” Elcer 
chooses darkues- rather than light; hence it is to be 
expected that he wii eudeavor to exc.te pity and en- 
list the symijpacueue feciings © f the public in his fa- 
vor; out, boheving Lat ** God wiil by no means 
clear the guiliy,"? we siall, ere long, disclose cer- 
tain facis, which will render houor to whom honor is 
due. And of one tact oui iriend and ihe public may 
be assured. We act adviscdly, and are prepared to 
subsiantiate every statement we have made, by the 
best of testimuny. ¥-¢ do not * fight as those who 
beat the air,” but are in possession ef facts not yet 
disclosed, which, 1 necessary, will in due time be 
made public. We add no more for the present. 





From the (Portland) Christian Intilligencer. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

When the veuerable Murray resided and 
preached in Bostori, a young man from the inte- 
rior of Massachusetts, went into that town to 
establish himseif im business. On leaving the 
paternal mansions, the father, who was a rigid 
Calvinistic Bapiist, was, above all things, very 
particular in charging his son to beware of that 
dreadful Murray, and his more dreadful doc- 
érine. 
the father, though it seems he was not sufficient- 
ty acquainted with him to recognize his person. 
On his meeting, lie charged the son to attend, 
and in Ais sentiments, to have implicit cunfi- 
dence 3 adding, * Go not near that Murray, on 
the peril of your soul’s eternal destruction ; for 
his doctrine is the snare of Satan.” 

When a person is prohibited in that which 
he sees free to others, a greatei desire is gener 
ally created by the very prohibitidn, to nxnow 
whatthe “ forbidden fruit” can be. It was so 
with this young man. For some time he re- 
membered and rigidly regarded the paternai 
injunction : but his curiosity mcreasing, the 
more he thought upon the subject,—and con- 
sidering ° himself sage ;” he at length ventur 
ed to hear Mr. Marray deliver a Lecture. The 
young man was much disappointed. He had 
expected, according to the assurance of bis fa 
ther, to hear every thing bad; but nothing fe!l 
from the lips of the venerable speaker, whieh 
was not, on the contrery very good. So agree- 
able was his disappointment, that he renewed 
his attendance on Mr. Murray’s meeting ; till 
at length he became a believer in the final res- 
toration, and joined Mr. M’s society. 


Doct. Stillman was a great favorite of 
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The father, hearing of his son’s alteration in 
his views, harnassed his horse with all possible 
haste, and drove, like Jebu, into town. It was 

of a Saturday night that he arrived, and he has- 
tened to accuse his son of infidelity and to warn 

| ‘him of his eternal danger. After considerable 
| conversation, upon the subject of the doctrines, 
which had the effect to make the enraged fa- 
ther a little more conciliatory, it was sgreed, on 
the murniug of the Sabvath, that the fath er 
should attend the son’s meeting in the forenoon 3 
and in the afternoon, the son “should attend his 
father’s. The son’s meeting was Mr. Mutray’s 5 
and the father’s, Doct. Stliman’s. Accordingly, 
at the proper time, they both set ont for Mr. 
M’s place of worshin : but as the father was a 
stranger in town, the son suceeeded in conduc- 
ting him to Doct. Stillman’s meeting, which, 
the former supposed all the while, to be Mr. 
Murray’s. On returning from meeting, the 
young man inqnired : * Well, Sir, how did you 
like my minister >’, “ Oh, said the father, he 
was most abominable; there was not a word of 
truth in all he said ;—Don’t, I conjure you, go 
there again. 

According to agreement, the son was to ac- 
company the father in the afternoon. Now, 
said the old man, we shall hear something from 
Stillman, by which, I pray you may be bene- 
fitted.” The son conducted himto Mr. Mur- 
ray’s meeting The father supposing Mr. M. 
to be Doct. 5. swallowed every word eagerly, 
occasionally calling the attention of his son, to 
the animating speaker.  \fler their return, the 
old man was again interrogated—* How did 
you like the discourse >? “ Most excellently,” 
said the father. —* ‘That is what I call the truth 
—the bread of lire. If vou would be wise, my 
son, attend where we attended this afternoon, 
and beli-ve the doctrine there preached—but 
beware of the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; 
it will ruin your soul.” 

The son smiled at the prejudices of his fa- 
ther, saying, ‘ How totally does prejudice 
blindus. ‘This day, my parent, ‘ Ihave caught 
you with guile? The Sermon you heard in 
the morning, and which you so much abomina- 
ted, was not delivered, as you supposed, by that 
dreadful Murray, voi by your idol Stillman. 
He it was, whom you have just charged me to 
avuid. And he, who preached this afterncon, 
whose doctrines you so eagerly swallowed, and 
so zealously extolled, was that very Mr. Mar- 
ray, whom you so much despised. Henceforth, 
let ns learn to abate the violence of our preju- 
dices, and to condema no man or his sentiments 
unheard.” 

The above anecdote very happily illustrates 
the force of ungenerous prejudices, and it is 
hoped that its practical tendency may not be 
lost. ORIGEN. 

FROM THE REFORMER. 
Union College, June, 1825. 

To the Editor of the Reformer—Of all the 
absurdities which have crept into the Christian 
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chaych and injured the Christian name, long 
aud frequent prayers appear to me the most pal- 
pable. Something might possibly be said in 
behalf of these long-winded petitions to ihe 
Throne of Géace, if there were no definite re- 
gulations on the subject in the Scriptures. But 
there are instructions on this subject in the 
Scriptures ; and they are of the most positive 
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. . a e- 
| practice to wind up a prayer of an hour Jono 
with ** we are not heard for much speaking.“ 

In Calvinistic churches it is the general cus. 
tom of the congregation to stand erect when the 
holy man commences his petition. But lung 
beiore the reverend personage is prepared 
to say “ Ameo,“ a majority of the long faced 
pri fessors have fallen beneath the influence of 








nature ; and furchermore they were delivered , the sperit—buat unfortunately that spirit is som. 
by Christ himself, and that too, to his apostles, /Nus. 1 canneut much blame them ; for as seru- 
the ministers of his church. What .can_ be | puious as fam to comply with the ceremonies 
more explicit than the following verses of the | vf the place, tt is with extreme difficulty that ] 
6th chapter of Matthew ? can keep irom falling asleep beneath the som- 
5. * And when thou prayest thou shalt not niferous effect of the drowsy petitioner, Whai 
be as the hypocrites, for they love to pray stand- etcacy " there yf =e . Does it not 
ing in the synagogues and in the corners of the | Vestrey te oe da aera prayer ought to 
streets, that they may be seen of men.” have on @ Cuagregation 2 
7. “But when ye pray, use not vain repeti- The collegiate, whose mind is not shackled 
sons, ais the Heathen : for they think they shall | 0Y # drowsy loke-warm religion, and whose ac- 
tions, as the eat vet eae J J trons are dicteted by the independent spirit 
be heard for their much speaking. _ | which resides in his own breast, cannot bot feel 
8. “ Be not ye therefore like unto them : for | indignant at furms and ceremonies so repugnant 
your Father knoweth what things ye have need | to the interesis of tue religion. He is aston. 
of before ye ask him.“ ’ ‘ished to find the plamest precepts of the Author 
And yet the ministers of the Gospel, officers | of his religiun treated with solemn mockery by 
of colleges, with the Bible in their hands, learn- _ those who profess to be Doctors of the Church. 
ing in their heads, and pretended piety in their And if his spirit does not possess that decided 
hearts, live in continued and open violation of character which spurns the unhallowed en- 
precepts so plain’ and positive. Surely the ! croachments of clerical ambition, ke is in dan- 
learned gentlemen must be extremely ignorant ger el falling into a total neglect of every reli- 
of their Divine Master’s injunction or else bare- gious duty. ‘L'o avid being a witness of such 
faced hypocrites: the latter seems the most degeneracy is not in his power, if he pays any 
probable. ‘regard to the laws of his institution. Attend 
What is the substance of these prayers ? Do chapel he must—attend church he must—and 
they consist of any thing except “ vain repeti- as the fruits of his obedience, he must listen to 
tions”? I feel conscientious in saving that, what his reason contradicts and his soul abhors. 
with one or twoexceptions, I never heard one How is it possible for him to give a conscien- 
from a Calvinistic mouth that contained less tious assent to a prayer which contains so many 
than ten; and I have heard a great many that vain repetitions, and which is distinguished for 
contained as many as fifty. Is the Almighty so much speaking? Hence the Sabbath be- 
deaf or sleeping that he must be continually comes to bim a day cf real misery instead of 
importuned for wants, many of which exist on- intellectual comfortand rest. ‘his has an un- 
ly in the imagination ? happy influence on his mind, because he is apt 
Dr. Paley tells us that to take the name of to become alienated from the rational duties 
God in vain is to mention it “ when it is use- which ought to be performed ou that day. We 
less ; and it is useless when it is neither intend-. are made of flesh and bluod ; aud flesh and 
ed nor likely to serve any good purpose; as blood sometimes carry us to extremes. What 
when it flows from the lipsidle and unmeaning ; 1s more uatural for a person who has been tor- 
or is applied upon occasions inconsistent with tured almost out of his existence by some quack 
any consideration of religion or devotion, to physician, than to reject even such operatives 
express our anger, our earnestness, our courage, as may be necessary for his recovery > What 
or our mirth: or indeed when it is used at all is more natural fcr a person who has become | 
except in acts of religion or in serious and sea- disyusted with vain and uscless ceremonies, 
sonable discourse upon religious subjects.“6 Now than to reject even snch as are rational ? 
the manner in which the clergy at present use Let us fondly hupe that the independent ef- 
the name of God in prayer cannot be “in acts forts of those who dare to rally around the 
of religion,* because they violate one of the standard of religions toleration, may yet suc- 
most express injunctions of our Saviour in so ceed in lifting the veil that conceals from the 
doing. Therefore, without examining this de-, multitude the ridiculous absurdities which dis- 
finition any farther, it is my serious opinion | grace our religion and threaten us with the ty- 
that the frequent repetition of the name of God | ranny of an odious priesthood. A Junior. 
in prayer is neither more nor lessthan so many = ee ae eee 
violations of the commandment, “ Thou shalt PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT $2 PER ANN. PAYA. 
not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.“ | Bre HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. HL A. SALISBURY, 
To add insult to profanation it is the general 




















PRINTER. 





